
Advocating for Change

Walk in love, as Christ loved us
Ephesians 5:2

In 1999, General Synod affirmed four Special Mission
Offerings for the United Church of Christ. Out of the
four, the Neighbors in Need offering was highlighted
as the offering for justice and compassion. The
offering was tasked to help the church “advocate
for a society where all people have a voice in the
decisions that affect their lives.” 

Today, this legacy continues as we follow the
mandate for the offering to create justice not only
through direct aid, but also through advocating for
change. These advocacy efforts take place in
partnership with the Washington, D.C. Office of
Public Policy and Advocacy, the Education for
Faithful Action Team, and recipients of the
Neighbors in Need grants. Together, folks across the
UCC work together to affect policy change guided
by our faith.
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www.ucc.org/nin

There is an inherent connection between the Gospel
call to respond to the hungry — the thirsty, the

stranger, those in prison, and those who are sick —
and the policy decisions that determine funding for

issues such as school meal programs, global
peacebuilding programs, standards for clean air,

sentencing for nonviolent offenders, and health care
access for all. Advocacy is essential to participating in

God’s mission in the world.  
-From Building A Just World For All: A Toolkit For

Faithful Advocacy

When you give to Neighbors in Need, you make sure
the United Church of Christ continues to be a leader
for justice. Two-thirds of the offering supports
justice projects across the church, and one-third
supports the Council for American Indian Ministries. 

Thank you for your gifts!
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