Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion in the United States.
When you give to Neighbors in Need, you help build a just world for all. Thank you!
---------------------
The Neighbors in Need offering supports ministries of justice and compassion, with one-third of the offering given to the Council for American Indian Ministries and the remaining two-thirds supporting UCC justice ministries.
In 2025, the Neighbors in Need Offering supported 26 grant recipients across the UCC who were engaged in projects of direct service and advocacy. Learn more at www.ucc.org/nin
---------------------
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and walk in love, as Christ loved us.
Ephesians 5:1-2 (NRSVUE)

I have often found it difficult to preach from Ephesians. It is challenging not to turn the text into a sermon full of scolding. Act this way, don’t act this way. There are certainly plenty of instructions in Ephesians that Christians haven’t been living up to for thousands of years.
And yet, I find myself drawn to the encouragement to be like Christ. This is a movement at the heart of our faith, that we can be transformed to be more Christ-like. There is hope that what we were doesn’t have to dictate who we will be. 
This is at the heart of why this scripture is the theme for our Neighbors in Need offering this year. When we come together as a church to do the work of justice and advocacy, we are acting out of the hope that change in the world is possible.
As you encourage your congregation to participate in this offering, I hope you will share the following. First, this offering is transformative because it calls us to collective justice—not isolated programs and pitches, but a genuine ecosystem of people who work collaboratively across issues and geographies to bring about social change. Second, our gifts represent our faith in God’s ability to multiply what we have. Jesus’ ministry was full of abundance, but not because he started with overwhelming resources. Rather, what was offered in community became enough to meet the needs of the day.
When we walk, roll, and march in love together, justice will come.

The Rev. Rachel McDonald works for the National Ministries of the UCC as Generosity Officer, OCWM and Special Mission Offerings. The four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ are One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and the Christmas Fund. Together they demonstrate a commitment to building a just world for all. To learn more, go to https://www.ucc.org/smo 
---------------------
The Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM) is the voice for American Indian people in the UCC. CAIM provides Christian ministry and witness to American Indians and to the wider church. Justice issues that affect American Indian life are communicated to the whole UCC by CAIM.
Historically, the forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin and northern Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. CAIM supports these local churches and their pastors. In addition, CAIM strives to be a resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations and to strengthen their participation in the life of the church.
One-third of the Neighbors in Need offering supports the ministries of the Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Learn more about Neighbors in Need at www.ucc.org/nin

