Grounding Theology for Migration Justice

“The stranger and the sojourner always challenge the
ethical and moral limits of the human community
and the community of faith. The prophetic voice of
the Old and New Covenants proclaims that where
community shuts out the stranger with city walls,
closes up its worship and common life against the
strangers, the captives and the poor, the prophetic
voice warns of suffering, decay, and alienation that is
death. Yet the stranger is not only an obligation or
duty. The stranger is God’s dialogue with human
history; is the sign of renewal and life. God utilizes
the stranger and the wanderer to challenge and
replenish the human situation and to proclaim grace
and mercy as well as righteousness and life. For itis
not only that Jesus was sent as a stranger, but that
Jesus came as the stranger who brings us life and
more abundant life.”

- From “Report of the Committee on the Pronouncement on Justice in
Immigration” (UCC General Synod, 1981)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Protecting the American People: In this lengthy executive order, Trump calls for immediate removal of those in the United States without legal status. He orders agencies to enforce removal orders, criminalize unauthorized entry into the U.S., extend the Department of Homeland Security’s presence in all 50 states, and construct detention facilities for those awaiting removal proceedings. The order also calls for civil fines in addition to removal and cuts federal funding from “sanctuary jurisdictions.”
Securing Our Borders: This executive order proposes a joint state and federal effort to cease and prevent future immigration at the southern border. Trump orders agencies to construct a physical barrier, deploy federal law enforcement personnel to the southern border and aggressively pursue criminal prosecutions for those who violate the law while in the United States.
Protecting the US from Foreign Terrorists: This order commands agencies to pursue more stringent vetting and screening procedures for people immigrating to the United States, seeking a visa or applying for refugee status. It foreshadows the suspension of all immigration from certain countries and encourages immediate removal of non-U.S. citizens, within agency discretion. The order also calls for assimilating new immigrants by promoting a “unified American identity.”
Realigning USRAP: This order freezes the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program starting Jan. 27, suspending refugee admissions and applications. During this time, refugees may only be admitted into the U.S. on a case-by-case basis through a joint decision by the secretary of state and the secretary of homeland security. The resumption of USRAP will be considered every 90 days.
Protecting the Meaning and Value of American Citizenship: This order denies citizenship to certain U.S.-born children whose parents are not U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents. President Trump asserts these children are not subject to U.S. jurisdiction and therefore not covered by the 14th Amendment of the Constitution, which guarantees citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United States.
On December 16, 2025, President Trump issued a proclamation restricting entry to the United States by nationals of 39 countries plus individuals traveling on Palestinian Authority (PA)-issued travel documents. This proclamation (set to take effect January 1, 2026) expands on the one from June 4, 2025, which suspended the entry of certain foreign nationals from 19 countries. (See CRS Insight IN12561, Presidential Proclamation of June 4, 2025, Restricting the Entry of Certain Foreign Nationals.)
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‘CHANGES TO THE REFUGEE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM & ASYLUM

USRAP: January 20, 2025: President Trump froze the refugee resettlement program, canceling the travel of
those who had been approved to relocate.

Despite legal action such as Pacito vs. Trump, resettlement has been, essentially, banned for everyone
other than white Afrikaners.

Over 100,000 refugees, most people who are Black and Brown, have no path to U.S. resettlement or family
reunification.

Presidential Determination/PD: The U.S. President sets the cap for the number of refugees to be
resettled in the U.S. each year.

FY 2026: ceiling of 7,500 with priority given to white South Africans.

Refugees resettled to the U.S. in FY 2026 (10/2025-4/2026): 6,066 South Africans and 3 Afghans

Asylum has been dismantled at the U.S.-Mexico border through Executive Order. Judicial response will
likely go to Supreme Court.

U.S. visa applicants are to be denied if they indicate fear or harm related to their country of origin.
Asylum case rejections continue to increase.

Increased/new fees for asylum cases; deportation if not paid within 30 days.

Potential review of past asylum approval



UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST
: CHANGES TO U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY

Arrests: Sensitive Locations protections were rescinded in January 2025.

Immigration enforcement can now conduct operations in churches and other houses of worship, hospitals, and
schools.

Over 32,500 arrests in March (latest available data)

Reports indicate that ICE has shifted to a less-public but just as intense focus on arrests

ICE Detention: over 60,000 currently detained (as of April 2026)

More people have been detained by ICE now than ever before in U.S. history.

Dire, unsafe conditions in detention centers have led to medical neglect and death.

Huge change: no bond hearings. Courts have responded variously; the matter may go to the Supreme Court.
73.6% of those detained have no current criminal charges or history of charges

More than 200 detention sites. Two largest states for immigration detention: Texas and Louisiana

According to ICE data, over 90 percent of people are held in privately-run immigrant detention centers.

It’s unclear if/how the administration is still pursuing its warehouse detention center plans

ICE Deportations: over 600,000; 1.9 million self-deportations (January 28, 2025-April 4, 2026)
Government has contracts with 33 countries to deport migrants to places where they have no history or ties.
These contracts have facilitated the removal of 17,400 people and cost the U.S. $44 million so far

ICE is using long detentions and threat of third country removal to intimidate people into self-deporting


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
73.6% of those in custody have no current criminal charges or history of charges. Held b/c of civil violation of immigration status
Third country sites: Antigua and Barbuda | Belize | Burundi | Cabo Verde | Cameroon�Central African Republic | Costa Rica | Democratic Republic of the Congo�Dominica | Ecuador | El Salvador | Equatorial Guinea�Eswatini | Ghana | Guatemala | Guyana | Honduras | Kosovo�Liberia | Libya | Mexico | Moldova | Palau | Panama | Paraguay�Poland | Rwanda | Sierra Leone | South Sudan | St. Kitts and Nevis�St. Lucia | Uganda | Uzbekistan


Freedom for Immigrants: https://map.freedomforimmigrants.org/map
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over 200 detention centers
Top 5 states: Texas (9,657 individuals)
Louisiana (4,416 individuals)
California (1,793 individuals)
Georgia (1,593 individuals)
Arizona (1,592 individuals)
According to ICE data, over 90 percent of people are held in privately-run immigrant detention centers. 

https://map.freedomforimmigrants.org/map
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WHAT’S BEEN DISMANTLED: BENEFITS & PROTECTIONS
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Presentation Notes
Full ban: Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Burma, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Laos, Libya, Mali, Niger, Palestine, Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Yemen
Partial Ban: Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Benin, Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Dominica, Gabon, The Gambia, Malawi, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Tonga, Venezuela, Zambia, Zimbabwe


https://irisct.org/federal-policy-changes/
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WHAT’S BEEN DISMANTLED: SYSTEMS & PRECEDENT




Immigration and

UCC General Synod Resolutions on

Refugee Policy and Justice, 1979-2025
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SR In 2025 alone, there were 616 anti-trans proposed laws at the state level across the nation.
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DEFENDING WOMEN FROM GENDER IDEOLOGY EXTREMISM AND RESTORING BIOLOGICAL TRUTH TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: withdraws federal recognition of trans people
2.  ENDING RADICAL AND WASTEFUL GOVERNMENT DEI PROGRAMS AND PREFERENCING:Terminated all mandates, policies, programs, preferences, activities related to DEI. 
3.  ENDING ILLEGAL DISCRIMINATION AND RESTORING MERIT-BASED OPPORTUNITY: Terminated DEI mandates; terminated previous EOs that required federal contractors to refrain from discriminating on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin
4. PRIORITIZING MILITARY EXCELLENCE AND READINESS: Bans trans individuals from serving in the armed forces; discontinues the practice of pronoun self-identification. 
5. PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM CHEMICAL AND SURGICAL MUTILATION: Withholds federal funding and directs agencies to take steps to prevent gender-affirming treatments. 
6. ENDING RADICAL INDOCTRINATION IN K-12 SCHOOLING: Eliminates federal funding for K-12 schools that include content about “gender ideology” and “discriminatory equity ideology.”
7. KEEPING MEN OUT OF WOMEN’S SPORTS: Bans trans female athletes of all ages from participating in girls’ and women’s sports teams. 


https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights-2025
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