A Year of Love: The Special Mission Offerings
The Special Mission Offerings are all about relationships.
The contemporary landscape of charitable giving is dominated by individuals choosing how to direct their resources. In the United Church of Christ, we have chosen a path of working together as the church. The Special Mission Offerings are just one example of this. The General Synod in 1999 affirmed our four offerings, One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and the Christmas Fund. In doing so, our church offered an invitation for “all members and friends to contribute.” This was done knowing that, as the body of Christ, we work collaboratively.
These offerings have been a witness to Christian relationships. Whether supporting long-term partners like Church World Service through gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, or funding new church starts to Strengthen the Church, the Special Mission Offerings stretch us to remember our connections with people near and wide. 
In 2026, we celebrate those relationships under the celebration of a Year of Love. This year, 25 years exactly since these offerings have been in their current form, is a way of honoring the true connection between our congregations and the offerings—love. Our love for each other, for our neighbors, for our God, continues to guide our churches to respond with great generosity. 
To learn more about the Special Mission Offerings and find out how to participate in this celebration of love, visit www.ucc.org/smo.
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