


One Great Hour of Sharing 2026:                              Our Love Offering to the World
Children’s Sermon
Constructed to be used in your own words, or to be followed as a script, this children’s moment focuses on the emotions we feel around giving. The script and design may be adjusted to fit your virtual or hybrid worship context.
Theme
One Great Hour of Sharing reminds us that we are all called to be generous givers to others and that when we do, we should do so with a cheerful spirit. When we give to others, we are giving a love offering to the whole world, without even leaving our town. 
Materials needed
· A heart-shaped paper (fairly large) that children can write on
· Pens or washable markers for children to use (enough for each expected child)
· An open, willing ear and spirit
Script Suggestion 
I want to ask you a very serious question. When I ask it, I want you to give me a serious answer and not the answer you think I want you to give me: Do you like to give gifts or receive gifts? 
Give time for responses.
I was betting that most of you liked to receive gifts rather than give them. [You could also say the opposite, depending on their answers.]
The Apostle Paul, an early follower of Jesus, wrote to a church in a place called Corinth. He says some very interesting things about giving and receiving gifts.  Let me share some of what he wrote with you —
7 Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. 8 God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for every kind of good work.   (CEB)
Paul is saying to each of us that WE can give gifts to others.  That is called being “generous.”  Generous is a big word.  Do you know what it means?
Give time for responses.
As you think about your own daily lives at school, at your various activities and at home, we can be generous, can’t we? We can help others, share an encouraging word or provide assistance through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  We can be generous when we tutor students after school; coach a youth soccer team; make a casserole for a family who loses a loved one; pick up trash around your neighborhood; or make blankets for the unsheltered.  There are SO MANY things we can do, right?
I am going to give each of you a paper heart and a pen/marker. I’d like for you to take that heart and write something you could give to another person as an offering. If you can think of something now, I’d like you to write it down.
If you can’t think of anything immediately, you can take the heart with you.
But whether you write something now or not, all of us are going to take our hearts and when the offering plates come by this morning, I want to ask you to place it in the offering plate as an offering to the world. 
We remember that today is a very special day as the adults are also giving their special offering to One Great Hour of Sharing, which will be their way of offering love to the entire world!
At this time, you could give children a few minutes to share some of the gifts they wrote on their hearts (if you have seen anyone doing that). You can also share what you would write on yours.
If you want, you can also share any further details about the offering or other community details. 
Can we pray a blessing together? Very good! Let’s pray:
Dear Lord, thank you for loving us so much and showing us how we can love others by being generous givers.  By offering a gift today to the special offering or doing something good for another person, we plant seeds of generosity.  We can love those we will never even meet through our gifts to the special offering today. With thankful hearts, we pray.  Amen.
** Note following the children’s sermon: These hearts can be collected after the service and displayed throughout the church or the sanctuary.
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