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God is Stillspeaking, 

Underlying Assumption: The tools of a marketing campaign are only as effective as the people who back them up. Ads, posters, commercials are one form of invitation, but they will never be as effective as the power of personal testimony.
Naming Your Personal Faith Identity
Telling your church’s story is as easy (and as hard) as telling your own. This exercise will help us to reflect on, and name, our personal faith and the ways we express it (or don’t express it) within and outside our churches. 

I am a disciple of Christ because…
Or...I am on an active spiritual journey because…or…I believe in God because…
I am a member of my church because…
Or…I love my church because…I go to church because…
My spiritual life is important to me because…

I prioritize my spiritual life by …
What ways do you express your faith within your church? 
What ways do you express your faith outside your church – at work, in your community, in your social spheres? 

“I Love to Tell the Story (or not as the case may be…)”

Do your expressions of faith include sharing your faith with others? How or how not? Why or why not? 

Questions for Discussion

· Play 3-year old. What are the “whys” beyond your “whys”? What is at the heart of your answers? “I go to church because of the music.” “Why?”  Try to get to the essence of your answers.   
· What do your answers tell you about yourself and about your church? 
· Are you a “closeted Christian” outside of church? Do you manifest your discipleship but not claim the faith that motivates your action? 
· Is there opportunity within your church for you to fully express your faith?
What Are Your Own Questions for Discussion?
Getting Comfortable Telling Your Story 
Your personal story is your church’s story.  People may visit your church because of a newspaper ad, but they will stay because they make a personal connection. 

· Look at the “What’s Up with the Comma?” Card.  What if there was a card to describe you and your church.  “What’s Up with (INSERT NAME HERE)’and (INSERT NAME of CHURCH HERE)? What would you put on the back?

· What are the “kernels of truth” you can discern from the questions you answered?
· 3 pieces of my faith identity are:
· 3 pieces of my faith identity as I live it at my church are:
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