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Too Good To Be True Giving 
 
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn will break upon us.” 
Luke 1:78 
 
These words come from the amazing poem known as the 
Benedictus, the blessing of Zechariah on his surprising gift-son, 
John (the Baptist). Zechariah is one of those minor characters in 
the birth narratives of Jesus, often lost in the shuffle of shepherds 
and magi that populate our Christmas pageants. Yet Zechariah 
gives us a great gift for Advent: the gift of the skeptic. 
 
When an angel told Zechariah that his middle-aged wife Elizabeth 
would have a baby, he didn’t believe it. All his life this man had 
been faithfully serving God; clearly he was a sincere believer. He 
held onto his faith through the years of their infertility and who 
knows how many other problems in their lives. But when an angel 
promises something “too good to be true,” the skeptic in Zechariah 
comes out and he rejects the God he has relied on when things 
have been truly bad.  
 
This Christmas let us be about giving to the world in ways that are 
too good to be true. Let the skeptics see that love is more powerful 
than anyone expects it to be. Let us, in the image of God, give of 
ourselves in life-transforming ways beyond presents under the tree, 
just like Zechariah and Elizabeth and John. Nothing about God is 
ever too good to be true! Merry Christmas.   
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