Stewardship Message
Christmas… in July???
“How can this be?”
Luke 1:34

In our congregation we often celebrate “Christmas in July,” this year on the date five months away from Christmas Eve! We have fun singing carols in the summer and remembering that the birth of Jesus is about more than that one night and the secular celebrations that clutter December. We also encourage people to bring boxes of diapers for our local Diaper Bank to support those, like Mary and Joseph, who have babies and need some help.

Christmas in July is also a good opportunity to reflect on the meaning of this story apart from the Christmas crazies of December. When Gabriel told Mary she would bear this holy child, her first response was “How can this be?” On so many levels, this event seemed impossible. I love Mary’s honesty, because we often have that same response, even in the church, to what we are sure God cannot do, or what we are sure we cannot do. Yet, as Mary discovered, if she was a willing partner with God, together they could change the world. That’s still true. This July, whether or not your congregation celebrates Christmas, consider all that your church might be and do for its members and in its community. Don’t ask Mary’s question with disbelief or sarcasm, but with renewed commitment and energy. “How can this be? Let’s find out!”

Note from the Editor:  Many churches celebrate “Christmas in July” by giving to The Christmas Fund, the UCC special offering that helps meet needs of low-income retired church workers and clergy family emergencies, as administered by the Pension Boards.  For more information, go to www.christmasfund.org and follow the 2010 Christmas Fund links or call 1-800-642-6543, Ext. 2716.
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
