Stewardship Message
Common Wealth
Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s…  Matthew 22:21

It’s time to celebrate Independence Day, a day to think about picnics, fireworks and… taxes? Indeed, before and after the Revolution, our towns, states and nation discovered that by pooling the wealth of citizens many public services could be offered. Some of our states are actually called “commonwealths,” as in sharing the common wealth. So we pay taxes today and receive benefits like paved roads, public transportation, firefighters, public safety, national defense, aid to the poor, national parks in which to picnic, etc. Sometimes we also get things we may not want like war or corruption.

We all complain about taxes from time to time, but we know that we need to share our wealth, even if it be small, so that our towns, states and nation work. When we become part of a faith community, we are not assessed taxes based on our income or spending habits. We do, however, have a similar concept of “common wealth.” In Acts we are told the earliest Christians shared everything in common. Few churches go that far today. But the work we do in local, Conference, national and international settings all happens because we give. Rather than complaining, let us rejoice that when we share our individual wealth we see love spread near and far. Let us give to God as well as the emperor!
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God is still speaking,

[image: image1.jpg]





This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
