September 5, 2010

Christian Education Sunday 

Scripture:  

Series 1

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Series 2 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Luke 14:25-33

Philemon 1-21

Psalm 1
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:   A New Identity 
Story: Mission Moment
Your Life is More than a Checklist!

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is

freedom. 2 Corinthians 3:17

At this busy back-to-school time of year, it can sometimes feel like life

is just a series of things to get done before you collapse, exhausted,

into bed at night. Sure, you’re fulfilling your responsibilities as parent,

community member, church member, son, or daughter. But it’s easy to lose

touch with the Spirit that inspires your sense of responsibility—the Spirit

that makes duty not just an obligation you can’t get out of, but a source of

meaning and purpose.

And that’s part of what church is for . . . to get you back in touch with the

Holy Spirit, the Spirit that helps you do what you need to do, and not exhaust

yourself doing it!

Exhaustion takes many forms, only one of which is physical. Re-charge your

batteries at church. Take a deep breath and draw in some hope and enough

energy to get you through this next week. You can do it. Especially if you

remember that at the end of all your “to do” lists, God is still speaking.
September 2010 Global mission moment

This Kairos Moment
For I am sure that nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:38, 39

The Palestinian Christian community, with roots dating back to earliest Christianity, now numbers less than two percent of the population in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  But the community prominently offers a non-violent witness for justice and peace.  Last December in Bethlehem, Palestinian Christians launched "A Moment of Truth."  They called it a "Kairos" document, the word in early Greek meaning "opportunity" or critical moment in time, and meant to allude to the crucial South African Kairos document which in 1985 prompted debate about Apartheid worldwide.  The Kairos document states that "… Love is seeing the face of God in every human being. Every person is my brother or my sister. However, seeing the face of God in everyone does not mean accepting evil or aggression on their part. Rather, this love seeks to correct the evil and stop the aggression."

The believer in nonviolence has deep faith in the future.  Palestinian Christians write, "Our hope remains strong" based on the expectation in faith of a better future.  "In the absence of hope, we cry out our cry of hope…  We believe in God, good and just [and that God's goodness] will finally triumph….  We will see here 'a new land' and 'a new human being', capable of rising up in the spirit to love each one of his or her brothers and sisters."

We pray, for hope, patience, and steadfastness and a time for repentance.  Though their numbers are few, their message is great and important, in a land in urgent need of love.

Peter Makari is Global Ministries Area Executive for the Middle East and Europe.  

You will find the Kairos document, action resources and updates at: http://globalministries.org/mee/kairos/ 

Prayer:  

Series 1

Creator God,

you form us on the wheel of life

as a potter molds the clay.

Shape us into holy vessels,

bearing the mark of your wise crafting,

that we may remain strong and useful through years of faithful and obedient service

in Christ's name. Amen.
Series 2

Source of life and blessing,

of garden, orchard, field,

root us in obedience to you

and nourish us by your ever-flowing Spirit,

that, perceiving only the good we might do,

our lives may be fruitful,

our labor productive,

and our service useful,

in communion with Jesus, our brother. Amen.
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