September 26, 2010

American Indian Ministry Sunday  
Scripture:  

Series 1

Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15
Luke 16:19-31
I Timothy 6:6-19
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Series 2 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Luke 16:19-31

I Timothy 6:6-19
Psalm 146
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:  Surprising Investment 
Story:

Celebrate UCC American Indian Congregations

“Christianity doesn’t come in clean,” said Dr. Martin Brokenleg,

professor of Native American Studies at Augustana College in Sioux

Falls, S.D. Christianity was not Good News for most of the world’s

indigenous peoples because it entered their lives accompanied by

government policies, military oppression, and education efforts to alter

native beliefs and practices. Yet, God was still speaking.

In the United Church of Christ the mission stance transformed into “mission

with" rather than "mission to" American Indian people. Ferment for selfdetermination

bore fruit in the formation of the Council for American Indian

Ministry (CAIM), in 1970. CAIM is self-governing through a Board of

Directors composed of American Indian leaders in the UCC. One-third of all

our contributions to the Neighbors in Need offering support ministries

carried out by CAIM.

Today, American Indian Ministry Sunday celebrates the historic United

Church of Christ ministry with and among native communities. UCC

individuals and congregations are invited to intentionally remember and pray

for the nineteen UCC congregations located on American Indian

reservations, dating back to the 1870's, and one multi-tribe UCC congregation

founded in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1980.

On the Standing Rock, Rosebud, Cheyenne River, Santee Sioux, and Fort

Berthold Reservations, in the Ho Cak community near Black River Falls,

Wisconsin, and in the urban Indian community in Minneapolis, these

congregations and CAIM provide spiritual, community and personal nurture,

engage in leadership development, work for American Indian justice, and

serve the wider church. Thanks be to the still speaking God…
Prayer:  

Series 1

God Eternal,

you inspired Jeremiah to buy a piece of land

when no one could see a future in it.

Grant us such commitment to the future of your people,

that you will always have workers for your vineyard

and harvesters for your fields. Amen.
Series 2

 Holy God,

you reach out in love through Jesus Christ to save us

so that we may live as faithful servants of you alone.

Unchain us from our desire for wealth and power

so that we may, in turn, release others

from the prisons of poverty, hunger, and oppression. Amen.
Conference or Covenanted Ministry (other):

Citations - Revised Common Lectionary Daily readings copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.  Used by permission
Prayers - Reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts
