September 19, 2010

Scripture:  

Series 1

Jeremiah 8:18 – 9:1
I Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13
Psalm 79:1-9
Series 2 
Amos 8:4-7

I Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13
Psalm 113
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:  Prayerful Living 
Story: Mission Moment
It’s back to school time. Who’s helping the teacher?

A “practice” is often something you do every day—getting better and

better at it. Is it possible to become a more generous person by

“practicing”?

That’s a frequent question asked by visitors and newcomers to our United

Church of Christ congregations, and churches really want to be able to

answer, “Yes!” Through its Partners in Education ministry, the United Church

of Christ helps church school teachers in congregations all across the

country with resources, books, curricula, and workshops to assist them in

planning, preparing, and presenting educational programs that enliven and

inspire the children and the adults in their churches.

These “partners” are members of UCC congregations, working within our

Conferences and with the support of national staff on the Worship and

Education Team of Local Church Ministries. In addition to their work with

curricula and lesson planning, they offer confirmation programs, help make

our language more inclusive, and support youth ministry.

Our churches are blessed with committed teachers in our local congregations

and with the Conference and national staff to support, encourage, and equip

them in their ministry. We’re at the beginning of another school year, and

our teachers all across the church are ready to teach a new generation about

the marvelous things God has done and is still doing today. Let’s ask God’s

blessings upon them, teachers and students alike!

The work of our Conferences and national setting are supported by your

generous gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission. Thank you!
Prayer:  

Series 1

When joy is gone and hearts are sick, O God,

you give us Christ as our healing balm.

He came in human flesh

that he might give himself as a ransom for our salvation

and anoint us with the Spirit of consolation and joy.

Hear the cry of your people,

that we may rejoice in the richness of your love

and be faithful stewards of your many gifts. Amen.
Series 2

O God,

you call us to embrace

both you and the children of this world

with unconditional love.

Give us grace to discern

what your love demands of us,

that, being faithful in things both great and small,

we may serve you with an undivided heart. Amen.
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