Mission Moment—No Bounds

June 6, 2010

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Proper 5)

Close your eyes. Imagine a church that spans boundaries. Now open

your eyes… and see Iglesia sin Fronteras/Church without Borders UCC,

serving people from both sides of the Ciudad Juárez-El Paso border.

Strengthen the Church is helping this new church start!

The UCC’s Southwest Conference has had Hispanic congregations, including

Iglesia La Trinidad UCC in El Paso, Texas, since its founding. Lay

people from La Trinidad have been crossing to the Juárez site to do social

service work.

Las Iglesias Cristianas Congregacionalales de Mexico, concentrated on

Mexico’s Pacific coast, have a strong sense of mission to their brothers

and sisters in Mexico’s north. Members of Iglesia Congregacional de Mazatlan

have made the 20-hour bus ride to minister to people attracted

from the interior of Mexico by jobs in the border plants around Juárez.

To the Spanishspeaking community of Ciudad Juárez and El Paso, the

two cities on either side of the border have always been one; and it is in

this spirit that this new church is being established.

Christ expects us to feed the hungry and heal the sick. Work guided by

Pastor Raúl Blanco Valdez is meeting those expectations: diabetes testing,

reading classes, health education, vision and dental clinics. Women

are learning income-generating handcrafts, youth are helped with drug

problems, and children are offered English and computer classes. The

congregation worships in a sanctuary constructed by volunteer work

groups from across the UCC.

Our vision is that this church will provide a strong Protestant witness to

lower- and middle-income people attracted to the economy of the Mexico/

USA border. We expect this partnership to bless communities where

God’s love knows no bounds.
