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In June 2008, Scott Nicholson of University Congregational UCC in Missoula,

Mont., experienced first hand the herbicide spraying of crops in

Colombia, part of the U.S.-financed war on drugs. The planes spray the

crops in hopes of eradicating the coca crops (the raw material used to

produce cocaine). Nicholson reported that the planes flew directly overhead,

each escorted by machine-gun toting helicopters. A few days

later, he visited farms that had been fumigated in Arauquita, Colombia.

One couple, Luis Alfonso and Amilia, and their four children live in a

small, dirt-floor home next to their fields of corn and yucca (cassava).

They don’t plant coca, but their farm was one of those fumigated. That

summer, the crops withered and did not produce a harvest. The family

borrowed money to plant the crops and was unable to repay the loan.

They are just one of many families who have lost the ability to support

themselves due to the indiscriminate crop spraying. Although the policy

of massive aerial fumigation has failed to reduce the coca cultivation in

Colombia, regular rounds of spraying continue. For example, although

nearly 60,000 acres were fumigated during five rounds of spraying in

2007, the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime reported that the amount of

coca detected at the end of the year was 5,300 acres – the largest since

2001. The spraying also has generated substantial income for several

U.S. corporations that provide the planes, helicopters and herbicides.

Citizens’ groups in Arauca, Colombia have called on their government to

halt aerial spraying. Farmers have offered to manually remove the coca

in exchange for assistance with alternative crops that would enable them

to provide for their families. Many UCC members and congregations are

working to stop human rights violations in Colombia, including the aerial

spraying of crops.

Global Ministries missionary Michael Joseph serves in Colombia with

the Restoration, Life and Peace Commission of the Council of Evangelical

Churches (CEDECOL). He provides pastoral critical presence to church

leaders and lay people who are living in life-threatening situations.
