Mission Moment—Open House, Open Heart
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Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Open House United Church of Christ – “the church for people who

don’t like church” – is the first new church start in Maine in over 20

years. It is “a glimpse of the new paradigm of church,” in the words of

its Conference and Association partners. Open House UCC has a wide

open heart: Open, Affirming, Accessible, Multiracial, Multicultural – these

are basic assumptions of its identity. There one sees a broad spectrum

of people worshiping together as a Christian community. It is a glimpse

of the realm of God.

Planted in Portland in the midst of “organ and anthem” churches, Open

House UCC is the only progressive church that offers a regular alternative

worship experience characterized by informality, contemporary music,

interactive discussion, and messages that address contemporary

issues, with drama or video augmenting a traditional sermon. Worship is

always upbeat, energizing, contemporary and profoundly spiritual.

Open House UCC is reaching faith seekers, many of whom are new to or

reconnecting with the experience of “church.” The congregation is

young, vital, contemporary and faithful. Their first baptism service in

April 2005, a “triple header,” was followed by the passing of their Open

and Affirming statement in May. They’ve participated in the community

No On One campaign, Bridges for Peace, and 24 Hour Food and Fuel

Drive and sponsored one of their young adults on a Gulf Coast work trip.

It is the dream of the Maine Conference that more churches like Open

House UCC will be planted and will flourish in other communities in the

Conference. This is not only a dream, but an emerging reality, all across

the UCC through our generous gifts to Strengthen the Church.
