Mission Moment—Pushed Into It

May 30, 2010

Trinity Sunday (The Sunday after Pentecost)

There is a young man named Jeff Galasyn who lives in a small town at

the southern tip of Maine. Jeff has made multiple disaster recovery mission

trips to New Orleans (the first one because his mother – a member

of Southern Maine’s United Church of Christ -- sort of pushed him into it,

he says) and was interviewed by Times-Picayune columnist Chris Rose

during his third visit. What could a 17-year old high-school student have

to say to a journalist that would inspire him to write a column?

Plenty….and plenty filled with wisdom. Here are some excerpts:

“People always say thank you to us for helping them. But I think we

should be saying thank you to them – to you all – for not being mad at

us, when nobody came right after Katrina. I just feel that when everybody

says ‘thank you,’ that it’s actually us who are in their debt. That’s

why I’m here. That’s why I want to keep coming back, because I feel

like you guys were abandoned, and I’m trying to do my part to help you

guys get back your city.” And then there’s this: “I’ve learned a lot of

life lessons down here. I respect people a lot more than I used to. I listen

to my teachers a lot more; what they say, and I just grasp everything

I can. It’s really had a huge impact on me. I’ve definitely learned

that life doesn’t revolve around myself.” Finally, Jeff relayed one more

piece of wisdom to Chris Rose, “There’s one more thing I want to tell

you. 
One of the workers here said this to me and it made a lot of sense:

Demolishing these houses is saying goodbye to the old but also saying

hello to the new. I thought that was really cool. It means the demolishing

is New Orleans’ past and we’re moving toward the future and getting

these homes ready for people to live in again. I thought that was a

good explanation for the things that are happening here.” Chris Rose

says he feels like he got a life lesson from a kid who got a life lesson and

he knows “that we must never forget, never stop helping, never stop

thanking and never surrender.”
