Mission Moment—Turn Around
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Seventh Sunday of Easter

What happens when a 900 member church has dwindled to barely 25

active souls? If you’re Wollaston Congregational UCC, you turn around!

Back in 2003 it looked like Wollaston might be the next church in the

Massachusetts Conference to close. The church called the Rev. Dr. Mary

Louise Gifford, a newly graduated seminarian with “terminal optimism”

and community organizing skills, to help them try something new. She

challenged them mightily in the areas of worship, stewardship and leadership.

Things began to happen.

Seven years later a “new church start in an old church building” has

been birthed. A church known in the community for its children’s outreach:

Healthy Kids Vacation Camp, Super Kids Saturday, Family Fun

Nights. They have grown a new heart for the mission field right in their

own neighborhood and are designated an “intentional turnaround

church” by the Conference.

Moderator Marion Channon wrote in the grant application funded by gifts

to the Strengthen the Church offering, “We hope our church can be a

Light that others can look to for inspiration.”

