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Pentecost Sunday

Pentecost, the birth of the church! Disciples gathered, empowered, and

scattered to spread the love of God made known in Christ. Today it’s

happening UCC-style through ministries made possible by the

Strengthen the Church special mission offering.

In 1854 Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ was the first

church established in the Kansas Territory. On April 5, 2009 Plymouth

became the first mainline Protestant church in Kansas to offer worship

services en español. ¡Bienvenidos y Bienvenidas a Plymouth! Reunión

Libertad is a new ministry birthed out of Plymouth’s desire to welcome

and invite Spanish-speaking persons in Lawrence to come to the

church to be “centered in their own journeys of faith and liberation.”

Free English classes, with free child care, create a bridge across cultural

and language barriers as English-speaking volunteers serve as conversation

partners. Pastor Shannon Gorres observes, “We know it’s been

working, first because our students are learning English and telling us of

more success in communicating at their jobs and their kids’ schools. Our

volunteers are also growing their understanding of a different culture

and the common community we share.”

The spontaneous shared basketball game, the offer to help with a citizenship

exam, a shared human experience of computer dating in our

“techy” culture, and recent demand by English speakers for Spanish

classes are signs of “shared liberation” – another vision for this ministry.

The church is becoming known as a safe and warm place where God is

still speaking.

Strengthen the Church grows our presence as a vibrant community of

extravagant welcome. It builds the UCC’s future by funding The Stillspeaking

Ministry, new and renewing churches, youth and young adult

ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership formation – especially among

women and people of color. Offerings are directed to Conferences, Local

Church Ministries, and The Stillspeaking Ministry.
