October 31, 2010

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reformation-Reconciliation Sunday

UCC Higher Education Sunday 

Story: A School-Related Church

Our OCWM giving supports so many landscapes of the United Church of

Christ, a few more familiar than others. While some are surprised to

hear the UCC is a “school related” church and are jazzed by the phrase,

others are delighted yet must insist we are becoming a school-related church!

Recently, for example, the Our Church’s Wider Mission dollars that support the

UCC Council for Higher Education brought Olivet College and Illinois College

students and chaplains together for Gulf Coast hurricane relief in New

Orleans, and then made it possible for some of these students to meet with

Dillard University friends as the school began to rebuild. Our Church’s Wider

Mission funds help the schools and seminaries meet to support one another,

students and faculty with chaplains and presidents.

The United Church of Christ is indeed school-related. The founding of

colleges, seminaries, academies, historically black colleges and universities;

our bold move to affirm the importance of the intellectual life; and our

appreciation for the relationship between the work of justice, community,

spirituality and thoughtful reflection for the common good—all are all marks

of being “school related.”

This Higher Education Sunday, October 31, churches join together to

acknowledge faith and learning. We celebrate teachers and learners, UCC

students and graduates, and friends. Wherever you are on the journey, we care

about your paths of faith, learning, and service. Ask the question about calls to

ministry. Dream boldly about vocations to become scientists and nurses and

teachers. Support our schools and seminaries!

Prayer:  

