October 3, 2010

World Communion Sunday

Scripture:  

Series 1

Lamentations 1:1-6
II Timothy 1:1-14

Luke 17:5-10
Lamentations 3:19-26
Series 2 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

II Timothy 1:1-14

Luke 17:5-10
Psalm 37:1-9 
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:  Free to Grieve 
Story:

Neighbors in Need: A Better World is Possible

Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of debts. Deuteronomy 15:1-2

When voices are raised to demand Jubilee Justice, those of women are often the strongest. For decades, our sisters in Africa have lifted up the vision of right relationships found in the Hebrew scripture—the cancellation of debt, freeing of slaves, and renewal of the land every seven years. Clearly articulating the link between debt and “slavery”—abject

poverty, misery, and death—they have lovingly exhorted us, as people of faith, to join them in advocating for debt cancellation.

Hear the voice of Wangari Matthai, Nobel peace prize recipient from Kenya. She asks: “How can you punish these poor people? Poor people are being sacrificed by their governments to pay these debts. We cannot tolerate these debts as they are literally killing our people!”

The good news is that significant steps towards debt cancellation have occurred. Zambia is one of fourteen countries in sub-Saharan Africa whose debt was cancelled in 2005 by the G8 (the presidents of eight of the world’s wealthiest nations). Following the cancellation of Zambia’s debt, user fees were no longer charged at rural health clinics run by the government. Grace Chibanda, a pharmacist in one such clinic, told a visiting delegation that, “Debt relief is a good thing. It is getting medicines for people who didn’t have it before.” In a pastoral letter, Zambian church leaders thanked the global Jubilee movement for its vigorous campaigns to appeal to the conscience of political leaders worldwide.

As we join our voices with those of others to demand the cancellation of debt, may we be inspired by the words of Emily Sikazwe, a Zambian advocate for women’s development. She matter-of-factly declared, “Poverty is human made, so it can be eradicated.”

Jubilee Justice and a better world are possible.

Patricia Rumer

Dr. Patricia Rumer is a member of Ainsworth UCC in Portland, Oregon and

co-chair of Jubilee USA.

Prayer:  

Series 1

God Eternal,

you inspired Jeremiah to buy a piece of land

when no one could see a future in it.

Grant us such commitment to the future of your people,

that you will always have workers for your vineyard

and harvesters for your fields. Amen.
Series 2

 Holy God,

you reach out in love through Jesus Christ to save us

so that we may live as faithful servants of you alone.

Unchain us from our desire for wealth and power

so that we may, in turn, release others

from the prisons of poverty, hunger, and oppression. Amen.
Conference or Covenanted Ministry (other):
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