October 24, 2010

United Nations Day 

Scripture:  

Series 1

Joel 2:23-32
Luke 18:9-14
II Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Psalm 65
Series 2 

Sirach 35:12-17
II Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

Psalm 84:1-7
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:  Just Worship  
Story:

The United Church of Christ in American History

How much do you know about the role the United Church of Christ has

played in American history? Today’s United Church of Christ is the

result of a 1957 merger between American Protestant denominations

with rich histories of their own: the Congregational Christian Churches and

the Evangelical and Reformed Church.

In the month of October, we can look back and celebrate these notable

events—several of them historic “firsts” in the history of our country:

-- Lemuel Haynes is the first African American ordained by a Protestant

denomination (1785). As early as 1780 he is licensed to

preach. He becomes a world-renowned preacher and writer.

-- Seeking spiritual freedom, forebears of the United Church of Christ

leave Europe for the New World. Later generations know them as the

Pilgrims. Their pastor, John Robinson, urges them as they depart to

keep their minds and hearts open to new ways. God, he says, “has yet

more light and truth to break forth out of his holy Word.” On November 21
1620, their ship, the Mayflower, made first landfall after a 66-day voyage.

Prayer:  

Series 1

O Wellspring of salvation,

we come to you in joy,

for you have heard the prayers of the poor

and raised up the lowly.

Pour out your Spirit

on young and old alike,

that our dreams and visions may bring

justice and peace to the world. Amen.
Series 2

O God,

the strength of those who humbly confess their sin

and place their hope in you,

save us from vain displays of righteousness,

and give us grace to keep faith

with the true humility of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Conference or Covenanted Ministry (other):
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