October 17, 2010

Children’s Sabbath Sunday

Scripture:  

Series 1

Jeremiah 31:15-26
II Timothy 3:14 – 4:5

Luke 18:1-8

Psalm 119:97-104
Series 2 
Genesis 32:22-31
II Timothy 3:14 – 4:5

Luke 18:1-8

Psalm 121
“Seasons of the Spirit” Theme:  Ask Boldly, Live Justly 
Story:

Children at the Margins of Society

Every day in the United States children struggle at the margins of

society. A boy in my second grade class used to come to school two

hours late every day. I learned that his trip included four transfers

from multiple buses. Sometimes he fell asleep; many days he looked like he

needed clean clothes. Some mornings I sent him to the cafeteria for a

late breakfast.
There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think of this student. In one of our

“heart” talks he said calmly, “Mrs. Lee, you don’t know how it feels to be black.”

So I told him the story of John Howard Griffin who wrote, Black Like Me,

and suggested his father borrow the book from the public library for him.

It is heartbreaking to know that children carry problems of this magnitude in

their young lives. Marian Wright Edelman created the Children’s Defense

Fund and the Children’s Sabbath (celebrated today) to answer this cry of children.

And your gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission go to programs that help

these children as we follow Christ’s call to shelter the homeless, feed the

hungry and clothe the naked. Thank you for your gifts.

Rev. Lutie Lee

Former Minister for Children and Families

Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ

Prayer:  

Series 1

O God, Spirit of righteousness,

you temper judgment with mercy.

Help us to live the covenant written upon our hearts

so that when Christ returns

we may be found worthy

to be received by grace into your presence. Amen.
Series 2

Holy One,

we lift our eyes to you in hope and awe.

Grant that we may reject all apathy of spirit,

all impatience and anxiety,

so that, with the persistence of the widow,

we may lift our voice again and again to seek your justice. Amen.
Conference or Covenanted Ministry (other):
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