First Sunday of Advent

After the first sin and the first curses which would mark what we call the Fall of humanity,

Adam and Eve received the first gifts from God: clothing to keep them warm. God’s

gifts always address a need, but not always the need the recipients think they

have.

Adam and Eve had no clue that they needed those clothes. The people of Israel

wandering in the wilderness thought that a shiny golden calf and a great party met

their needs better than ten laws written on pieces of stone. Some of Jesus’ followers

thought what God should have sent was a great military leader to defeat the

Roman oppressors, not an itinerant preacher and healer.

When we are able to look beyond our definition of need to see the possibility of

gifts that meet needs we may not know we have, that’s when we are able to see

ourselves as gifted by God and not merely needy recipients of God’s benevolence.

We are also then able to get beyond the disappointment that the gift we received

was, perhaps, not what we thought we needed or wanted and discover the delightful

surprises God has in store for us when we let go of control and receive what

God wants to give.

What gifts have you or your congregation received that may not have looked like

gifts at the time?
