Yom HaShoah Lectionary
Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Psalm 16

1 Peter 1:3-9

John 20:19-31

Theme: Body Languge
UCC Child Sponsorships

    “I swallow my sadness into my heart, which cannot stop me from missing my Mom.” Qinghua Wang was eight years old when she lost her mother to AIDS. Her father, who contracted the virus from a contaminated needle when giving blood, cannot take care of himself, let alone his daughter. To be sure, no one can entirely fill the void in Qinghua’s life, but the Zhecheng Succor Society in Henan, China, helps children like her to continue the education that is so important for their future. And we contribute to that effort through the Global Ministries Child Sponsorship Program, supported by UCC members’ and congregations’ gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission.

    Our international partners have identified agencies that open their hearts and their arms to children in need. Children who are blind or have impaired vision in Botswana. Street children in Jamaica. Orphaned and abandoned children in the Philippines. Tibetan refugee children in India. Stateless Palestinian children in East Jerusalem. And many others.  We, too, open our hearts–and our checkbooks–to them. “For over forty years, more than 3,000 poor and low income children have been embraced by sponsors and their gifts,” says Linda Lawrence, administrator of the program. Child sponsorships help provide those children with adequate food, clothing, and health care, as well as a place to live and educational expenses in some cases.

    Individuals and congregations in the United Church of Christ that sponsor children know they are well provided for because our Global Ministries area offices are in touch with the agencies that care for them.  Donors can also be sure that all the money they commit to a sponsorship goes directly to meet the child’s needs because the costs of administering the program are borne by undesignated gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission. And they can transmit their loving concern in personal letters to the sponsored children, and receive word from them or from the center which cares for them.

    Without adequate love and guidance, Qinghua Wang might have sunk completely into aimlessness and despair. But, inspired by the loving support of the American couple who sponsor her, she says she made up her mind to study hard to live up to their expectations. “Maybe someday, I will stand in front of you...to express my thanks to both of you,” she writes in a letter to them. “May I call you ‘Mom and Dad’?”  

Prayer

Blessed are you,
O God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
in whom we receive the legacy of a living hope,
born again not only from his death
but also from his resurrection.
May we who have received forgiveness of sins
through the Holy Spirit live to set others free,
until, at length, we enter the inheritance
that is imperishable and unfading,
where Christ lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit. Amen.

