Lectionary

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

Theme: Witness of Love

Rural Life Sunday

 “In back of the bread is the flour. 

In back of the flour is the mill. 

In back of the mill is the sun and the rain, 

And the Maker's will.” 
-Traditional Table Grace 

“The Earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof,” the psalmist reminds us, inspiring us to gratitude and praise for the countless blessings of creation that sustain and delight us. 

Our lives are rooted in the soil of grace, and yet in the midst of our worship as people of faith, we too easily forget the people and the communities which inhabit the space between the earth and the dinner table. 

The Church’s witness to the sacred values of stewardship and justice unite Christians everywhere in concern for where our food comes from, how it is produced, the livelihood of agricultural communities, fair trade, and the vision of abundant life that Jesus inaugurated. 

Rural Life Sunday lifts up these people, these communities, and these concerns. Churches across the country today join in prayer for farmers, ranchers, animals, crops, land, and rivers. We give thanks for blessing, and we ask for blessing, protection, healing, and justice from the powers of business and government. Our prayer ushers us into God’s work for making these purposes come to fruition in our lives and our world. 

(Thanks to the Montana Association of Churches and the Diocese of Great Falls- Billings 

Partnership for Rural Life.) 

Prayer 

Living and gracious God,
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
you have brought us out to a spacious place
where we are called to live as those redeemed.
Empower us by your spirit to keep your commandments,
that we may show forth your love
with gentle word and reverent deed
to all your people. Amen.
