Leaving more behind than an empty pew….

“Here lies George Generous….1903-2003….He left behind more than an empty pew.”

The picture of a headstone has this intriguing inscription as a reminder to us all that our ability to give lives on, even after we have passed away.  The Financial Development Ministry of the United Church of Christ can help you to arrange a gift annuity – an irrevocable agreement in which a donor transfers assets (such as securities or cash) to the United Church of Christ in return for lifetime annual income of a fixed amount.  After that, the remaining principal benefits the part of the UCC or UCC-related organization designated by the donor.

Because this is a gift as well as the purchase of an annuity, there are important tax benefits.  But the more important benefit by far is the knowledge that we have extended our generosity to generations that we will never see.  As Maya Angelou has said, “When we cast our bread upon the waters, we can presume that someone downstream whose face we will never know will benefit from our action, as we who are downstream from another will profit from the grantor’s gift.”

We are also aware of the centuries of history represented in our predecessor bodies that came together in 1957 to form this great denomination.  We are the heirs of all who gave generously of their time, talent, and treasure during their lifetime, as well as leaving a legacy of faithfulness and generosity that lived on long after them. Perhaps they built the beautiful churches in which we worship.  Perhaps they began ministries that continue to thrive today, in our local churches, in our Conferences, and in the national setting of the United Church of Christ.  Many of our ancestors in faith also had the vision to leave financial resources in trust to the church, so that the proceeds from these gifts, like an abundant harvest year after year, might nourish and sustain the good works of generation upon generation.  May our generosity reach forward “through the ages,” in this new century and far beyond!

For more information about gift annuities, contact the UCC’s Financial Development Ministry at 800-846-6822.

