Second Sunday in Lent 

Keeping Churches Strong

“Heavenly Parent, your loving warmth comes to us in the sun’s first rays and the moon’s first beams.  You have placed us at the edge of Your sea where we can walk paths like those Christ walked.  By Your grace, may we always give thanks, always contribute joyfully, and always offer our energies to bring hope and compassion for all Your creatures.  Amen.”
A prayer from Eastport Central Congregational Church, UCC, the Rev. John MacDuffie, Pastor.

The steeple at Eastport Central Congregational Church, UCC, in Eastport, Maine, receives the sun’s light each morning before any other UCC church—and possibly before any church in the country!

Church steeples are enduring parts of the landscape in much of the country.  In many places, they rise above everything else in town—symbols of hope for many, and holding meaning for church and community members alike.  

Like 95% of all UCC churches, Eastport Central Congregational Church was built before 1960—well before 1960, in the case of Eastport.  Church buildings, and their steeples, often require costly maintenance.  Fortunately, in the United Church of Christ, our congregations can turn to the Cornerstone Fund, which provides loans to churches when, frequently, banks turn them down.  Not only that, the loans—for refurbishing, rebuilding, and refinancing debt—are provided at the lowest possible interest rate.  

The Cornerstone Fund is ready to help the churches of the United Church of Christ endure well into the 21st century.

