Mission Moment—Surprising Prophets

July 4, 2010

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Proper 9)

Lifting Every Child

"Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies

of liberty..."

James Weldon Johnson’s hymn "Lift Every Voice and Sing" describes a

vision of unity we can apply to American public education. Our country

might be very different if we imagined a system of public schools where all

children's voices would be lifted together. Imagine!

Jonathan Kozol, a noted author on education, contrasts the kind of education

for children of privilege with schooling for poor children, and especially

children of color in big cities. He interviewed a girl at Fremont High School

in California. "Why is it,” she asked, “that students who do not need what

we need get so much more? And we who need it so much more get so

much less?"

Jan Resseger serves the United Church of Christ in the national ministries

as the Minister for Public Education and Witness. She calls the church to

advocate for equal education in public schools. Pointing to the opportunity

to rectify the injustices in our schools, she simply states, “The choice is

ours. Will we imagine a future where all children in the United States can

lift their voices to sing together?”
