Second Sunday after the Epiphany

The Legacy Lives On

1/16/2011

In observance of Martin Luther King Day, we give thanks for the continuing transformation of individual hearts and for the difference one person can make in the lives of many.

One place where the United Church of Christ builds on Dr. King’s legacy of love’s healing power is the Franklinton Center at Bricks in eastern North Carolina. Managed by staff members of Justice and Witness Ministries, Franklinton Center nurtures transformation.

One year after participating in an African American Women’s retreat, a woman returned to Franklinton Center and announced that she had quit smoking, initiated a healthier life style, and improved relationships with family members. One change led to another, and a new sense of wholeness emerged.

After attending a youth conference at Franklinton Center, a young woman organized others in her church and school to boycott Taco Bell in support of migrant farm workers. Similarly, a Grinnell College student was impressed by grassroots leaders who taught at Franklinton Center about environmental justice issues involved with hog farming. When summer came, he left Iowa to volunteer with a local community group in North Carolina. With a new passion for justice advocacy, these two people have initiated change.

Franklinton Center itself has been transformed over the years, from a plantation to a Christian college, and then a school. It is now a conference center focused on leadership development and justice advocacy for the marginalized, the oppressed, and the poor. Fundamental concerns such as rural justice, community development, environmental racism, and workers’ rights are woven into programs throughout the year. Dr. King’s legacy is alive and thriving at the Franklinton Center.

All of the transformative efforts of Justice and Witness Ministries are supported by congregations’ gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission.
