Mission Moment—Open Table

August 29, 2010

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Proper 17)

Expecting the Unexpected

“The coming of the Son of Man will be like a thief in the night.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2

“But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that time to surprise you like a thief.” 1

Thessalonians 5:4

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained

angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2

“Watch, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which Christ is coming.”

Matthew 25:13

When the water got to the farmer’s bottom windows, a neighbor rowed over to rescue

him. The farmer declined: “I’m a man of faith. God will save me.”

When the waters rose to the second story windows, another neighbor appeared in a

motor boat. Again the farmer refused to be rescued: “I’m a man of faith. God will

save me.”

Finally the man sat on top of the roof. A helicopter flew over and lowered a ladder.

Once again, the farmer declined. “I’m a man of faith. I’m certain that God will save

me.” The next thing he knew, the farmer found himself at the pearly gates. “What

happened?” he moaned to St. Peter. “Why didn’t God save me?”

St. Peter shook his head sadly, saying, “Listen here, we sent a rowboat, a motor

boat, and a helicopter!”
