Mission Moment—All Ages, All Saints!

August 1, 2010

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Proper 13)

People of all ages discover a spirit in the United Church of Christ of openness and

welcome. Here are the discoveries of three saints of the UCC. What are the stories

of saints in your congregation?

Dana, a teenage saint

“When I was younger, my Girl Scout troop met at this church. The more I got to

know the building and the people in it, I realized that a church was more than an old

building — it was a place where I could belong. At my church, there are so many

people interested in what I'm doing and who I am.”

Al, a middle-age saint

“One night I asked my wife, "Do you get the feeling that something's missing from

our lives?" We decided to try a church where my friend was its newly installed pastor.

When we got there, we saw people hugging each other. They hugged us, too.

Neither of us had ever experienced anything like this and certainly not among so

many different types of people. On our way home my wife said, ‘They actually

seemed glad to see us.’ That's when I knew what we had been missing: Community.”

Pete, an octogenarian saint

“As I reached my 80s, I had to see a new place for myself in a new world with new

faces in the church I had grown up in. Because of the covenant created at baptism,

I knew I could speak my mind and ask questions when I needed to – something I

really cherished as I got older. My church treats me with honor, and I honor my

church. I still feel a sense of community and commitment to my church. I'm committed

to keeping the door to my mind and my church open.”
