One Great Hour of Sharing Special Mission Offering 

Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Psalm 23

Ephesians 5:8-14

John 9:1-41

One Great Hour of Sharing - Seeking a Better Life


Yoliswa was a very unhappy girl when, at age 12, she ran away from her impoverished home in Atlantis, South Africa, with two friends. She wanted to escape from poverty and from a mother with a history of alcohol-abuse. 


“I was fed up with life, especially my life.  I wanted something better.”  Yoliswa and her friends hitchhiked to Cape Town in an unsuccessful attempt to find the aunt of one of the other girls. They met other youngsters who offered shelter, but ultimately the girls always had to move on – even sleeping in a park.


Eventually the girls heard about Ons Plek, a shelter for female street children who had no other place to turn.  Yoliswa has been there every day since.  She is now in her third and final year studying for a nursing diploma. Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing® support Ons Plek in providing these critical services to children.
 
This is just one example of how your gifts make a difference.  One Great Hour of Sharing is improving lives in more than 80 countries, as the United Church of Christ works with local mission partners and with highly effective international ministries such as Church World Service and Action by Churches Together.  

In addition to this annual offering, individuals and congregations regularly give special OGHS designated gifts during the year as disasters occur. Thank you for every gift that you offer in compassion and trust, with hope and love. Together we are sharing resources and changing lives!
April  2011

The Environment and Spirituality

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. (Isaiah 55:2-3)
Recently, I joined a Christian environmental group on a field trip to one of Hong Kong’s most mysterious destinations – a public dump. Global Ministries missionary Judy Chan reports, a group from our Kowloon Union Church, decided it was important to visit the not-so-beautiful places in the city to understand how our lifestyles impact Hong Kong’s environment. 

As we approached the landfill area, we saw large garbage trucks coming and going. Entering, we noticed off in the distance what looked like a wide open valley of plots of dirt. Much of it was covered by sea green plastic sheeting. Other areas were covered with grass and trees. We drove in our van (windows closed!) to see the landfill. To my surprise, the grassy spots were ‘restored’ areas, meaning my family’s garbage was buried underneath, covered by layers of heavy plastic, deodorizer and a few feet of soil and now greenery. The areas covered by sea green sheeting were being prepared as areas for garbage to be dumped in the future. 
It is clear that the real problem is Hong Kong people produce too much garbage! It is one of the sins of an affluent society. Despite environmental education campaigns (recycle, reduce, reuse), it appears that people really need to learn the 4th “R” – repent! The only thing that has worked so far is making people pay. Plastic bag usage has dropped dramatically since stores began charging 10 cents per bag. 

Our chairwoman is a shining example of simple living. She makes a point of shopping infrequently and tries to create no rubbish on Sundays. Most importantly, she believes, we must look within and ask ourselves why we need to buy, own and use so much stuff. Our Christian green group doesn’t have any easy solutions, but we are working on it. For you see, the environmental crisis is at heart a spiritual matter.

﻿Global Ministries missionary Judy Chan﻿ is responsible for communications, the ecumenical radio broadcasting ministry, English publications and ecumenical partnerships with the Hong Kong Christian Council.
Prayer

Discerner of hearts,
you look beneath our outward appearance
and see your image in each of us.
Banish in us the blindness
that prevents us from recognizing truth,
so we may see the world through your eyes
and with the compassion of Jesus Christ who redeems us. Amen.
