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	Are you a Four for Five Church?

	
	I know, I know, you're used to me asking if you're a Five for Five Church. Five for Five Churches are those that contribute to Basic Support for Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM) and the four Special Offerings (Neighbors in Need, Strengthen the Church, One Great Hour of Sharing, and The Christmas Fund).

This year at Annual Meeting we will be once again honoring the 5 for 5 churches. But here's an interesting fact: We have over 25 churches that are 4 for 5! They give to OCWM, and three of the four special offerings.  

Most often the offering not taken is Strengthen the Church, the one commonly collected (next week!) on May 23rd. Every church received a packet of information about the purpose of Strengthen the Church special offering. Is your congregation collecting for Strengthen the Church this month?

What does the UCC do with the offering?

· Funding new church starts and invigorating existing congregations 

· Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership 

· Building youth and young adult ministries 

· Supporting the God is Stillspeaking Ministry and its extravagant welcome for all within the United Church of Christ. 
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Oh, and here is more good news about the Strengthen the Church offering: every Conference retains 50% of the offering to directly help local congregations. Here in Vermont, grants are made by the Make a Difference Grant Committee. So your donations will positively impact important initiatives, programs, and/or ministries right here at home.



