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STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING

SOUTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE

HOW OUR CONFERENCE PORTION OF 

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING IS USED
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Among our national UCC Five for Five offerings did you know that our Strengthen the Church offering is the only offering divided between the national church and local Conferences to strengthen, support and revitalize ministry of the local church?  Each Conference can decide how they use their portion of the Strengthen the Church offering.


For the past three years and again in 2010 the South Central Conference has used its portion of the STC offering to support the development of New and Renewing churches.  We have used the Conference portion to send both New Church Start Pastors and Renewing Church Pastors to the national UCC New Church Leaders Institute held in Atlanta, GA, each year in August.  This training event has two learning tracks:  one for Pastors of New UCC Churches and one for Pastors of Renewing UCC Churches.  


We have paid one half the travel, tuition, housing costs for each person we send (about $750.00 per person).   Training is four days of intensive learning, sharing and conversation on how to start new churches and how to revitalize existing churches.   In the past three years, we have sent 12 of our Pastors to this training:   7 to the New Church Pastors training and 5 to the Renewing Church Pastors.  Our three current New Church Starts have sent their Pastors to the national UCC training with Conference support.  The five Renewing Church Pastors continue to minister in churches that are slowly revitalizing.  One of those Renewing Church Pastors is Karl Tewold, Pastor of Faith UCC-Bryan, TX, which moved recently into a new church building (when the church relocated to a new neighborhood in the Bryan area).  


If all STC offerings funds (Conference portion) are not used for sending our Pastors to the New Church Leaders Institute, the remainder of the funds is placed in the Conference New Church Development Fund which is used for both New and Renewing churches in the Conference.  We have used these funds (in part to fund)


…  to help pay part of the UCC Health Insurance premium for Rev. Ron Trimmer, New Church Start Pastor of Hope United Church in Georgetown, TX


… to help The Gathering UCC, our New Church Start, in San Angelo, TX, with their application for a UCC Media with a Mission grant for media publicity and evangelism to get out the message that there is a new UCC church in San Angelo, TX.

… to help match funds from the national UCC for Journey UCC, our New Church start in Baton Rouge, LA.   

… to cover travel costs for New and Renewing Church Pastors to meet with our Conference Minister twice year for worship, conversation, sharing and encouragement to one another.  Because we are large geographical Conference some clergy who need to travel long distances could not afford to attend these gatherings without financial assistance.


… to help fund a three year Renewing Church grant to Beecher Memorial UCC in New Orleans, LA, as it has called a new Pastor and continues to rebuild the congregation from the destruction of Katrina

The Conference portion of Strengthen the Church offering has grown in the past three years and we hope will continue to grow in 2010.   2009 STC offering amounted to $12,206 with the Conference portion of $6,103.00 (minus the Conference portion of promotional costs).  We will continue to use our portion of Strengthen the Church funds to help New and Renewing churches in their development and renewal.  Our commitment is to help the Pastors and leaders of those churches to be UCC churches that welcome all, offer extravagant welcome and hospitality, to be places of spiritual growth and nurture, to strengthen churches that share and live out UCC core values, to be places where the gospel is passionately shared.  

Gifts to Strengthen the Church not only helps support important national UCC ministries but also helps us to plant, develop and nurture New Church Starts as well as support and encourage churches that seeking to renew, revitalize and grow their ministry.  Your offerings to STC helps the South Central Conference do this in so many ways.  
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Douglas Anders

Conference Minister

South Central Conference
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