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Strengthen the Church – 

Mary Sicher Spreads the Love 

in the  Pennsylvania Southeast Conference
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About twenty years ago I felt a strong call to vocation in the Church. It was my local church pastor who helped me recognize and define that call. Shortly after the afternoon of “angst” that we shared across my dining room table he called with the news that the Conference Office was looking for a part time Resource Center director. Since that work fit my gifts, availability and education I called the office for an interview and was “hired” a short time later. As I joined the staff I learned that my salary was paid with part of the Strengthen the Church offering funds. And then the adventure began.

For two years my work consisted mostly of supporting and resourcing the local congregations in the Conference. During that time I participated in several ecumenical, continuing education events that opened me up to ministry in the wider Church. I then was asked to serve on the United Church of Christ Resource Center Network Steering Committee and my exposure to the wider Church through the denomination grew even more. As I chaired that committee for about 14 years I had the privilege to again minister in the wider Church by serving on the Ecumenical Resource Center Gathering Planning Committee and co-chair that group for four years.  All of this by virtue of the support of funding through the Strengthen the Church offering.
As I grew in strength of call and purpose, my ministry grew. Today I serve the Church as Minister of Christian Education, Minister of Justice and Witness and Resource Center Director of Pennsylvania Southeast Conference. In those positions I have seen faith formation programs change and grow, celebrated with congregations who have openly declared themselves to be Open and Affirming Congregations, ministered as the racial and ethnic culture of the conference changed and introduced members of the local church and the wider Church to some of the valuable resources produced by our denomination.
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The Strengthen the Church offering continues to financially support me in my ministry. Continued gifts to that offering will continue to strengthen that ministry as it takes place in the midst of a changing world and an evolving Church.

[image: image4.jpg]



Mary R. Sicher

Minister of Christian Education

Minister of Justice and Witness

Resource Center Director

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference, United Church of Christ  
