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The Face of Strengthen the Church

in the Ohio Conference
[image: image2.jpg]


The Strengthen the Church offering in the Ohio Conference has a face.  It’s the face of Jim Oates, recently called Coach for Church Development and Congregational Renewal.

Half of the Strengthen the Church offering, one of the 5-for-5 offerings in the United Church of Christ, stays in the Ohio Conference for church development and vitality work.  We have decided in Ohio to put that money toward the salary of a full-time coach for the Conference.
Already Coach Oates is having an impact:

· Several dozen pastors and church leaders are working through Martha Grace Reese’s Unbinding the Gospel series, clumped in learning communities across the Conference.  They will gather with Reese at our annual gathering in June for further work. 

· Leadership teams from new church starts are being gathered for mutual support.

· Conference and Association grants are funding new church starts and renewing congregations.

· Leaders are being supported to attend training sessions.

· Coach Oates is working directly with a select number of renewing congregations and is finding and training other coaches across the Conference to work with other congregations.

· We have contracted with MissionInsite for FREE demographic information for local settings across the Ohio Conference.

· Coach Oates is spreading the message across the Conference that congregational vitality is alive and well in Ohio, that mainline decline is not inevitable, that intentionality in ministry and mission can turn most any congregation around.
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Here in Ohio, we refuse to lead a dying Conference (to paraphrase Paul Nixon’s, I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church).  Your generous gifts through the Strengthen the Church Offering enable us to plant seeds for growth and renewal.


Rev. Bob Molsberry  
Ohio Conference Minister


