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STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING




Strengthen the Church

Moment for Mission Story

(Share it with your church during worship!)

______________________________________________________________________________

A Reflection by Donna Cooney,
UCC Southern Regional Women's Ministry Consultant
On the 2009 Southern Region’s Women’s Retreat
Why is the women’s ministry important?  What happens when women minister to women?  The answer in its simplest form is that the Christian community is energized and enlarged.  This is exactly what happened during the 2009 Southern Region’s Women’s Retreat, let me share….    

On the first day of the retreat, women wearing beautiful smiles of welcome greeted each other; pleased to be gathering.  There was no distrust, even though many met for the first time.  Small groups became acquainted as stories were shared, some tearful, some filled with glee, many given voice for the first time.   The Spirit of Holiness united; barriers of age, culture and status disappeared; joy replaced tears as friendships developed.  A unique culture of celebration sprang to life.  

True to the proclamation of scripture:  Behold I make all things new (Rev. 21:5) this feminine community sang new songs and danced new dances.     Departing commitments were made, not only to meet again, but to encourage others to attend.  

When we help give voice to life experiences which otherwise might be silenced, and discover new life and new energy among us, we are filled with Joy.  Our joy enhances and strengthens the United Church of Christ.  As Women’s Ministry Consultant serving the Southern Region I encourage all women to share in this unique opportunity afforded the Strengthen the Church offering.     

