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Strengthen the Church

Moment for Mission Story

(Share it with your church during worship!)

______________________________________________________________________________

Meet Brenda Burney,
UCC Great Lakes Regional Women's Ministry Consultant
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Rev. Brenda D. Burney currently serves on the pastoral staff for God Can Ministries United Church of Christ, in Ford Height, IL where the Rev. Dr. Sharon Ellis Davis is pastor. Reverend Burney recently served as pastor of Saint Paul’s - Good Shepherd UCC in Park Forest, IL. 
Commissioned as a UCC Women In Mission Consultant for the Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky Region in 2009, she has served as an associate minister for Plymouth Congregational UCC, (Rev. Altonnette Hawkins, Pastor); Portland Memorial Missionary Baptist Church; Rev. Arthur Smith, Pastor (Louisville, Ky). Rev. Burney was licensed (1996) and ordained (1997) under the care of the congregation and pastorate of the Rev. Dr. F. Bruce Williams at Bates Memorial Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky. There she served on staff fulltime as the Director of Christian Education. She established a discipleship course via the Master Life system and occasionally taught classes for all age groups.
 While at Bates, she also served as the Prayer Team Leader, Women’s Ministry Coordinator, creating a full service ministry for the women of the church and community. She was instrumental in establishing a name for the ministry entitled, “Hearts Reaching Hearts.” She designed a logo, which shares the vision of the ministry and her passion for the spiritual care of women.  

Rev. Burney has completed 5 units of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). She is endorsed as a Chaplain by the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

She has been blessed to preach nationally as well as locally, lead Bible Studies, numerous seminars and workshops. The ministry that calls her, is to commune in prayer. 

She has an earned Master of Divinity from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, May 2003.

Since graduating from Seminary she has served as Chaplain for Jewish Hospital, Norton Healthcare Systems, the Louisville VA Medical Center and Hospice of Louisville. 

Currently she is employed as a Chaplain with Seasons’ Hospice of Illinois.

She is a twenty-one year retiree from the US Army/Army Reserves. 

Brenda is the mother of two sons and grandmother of three wonderful little girls.

Her mission is to prayerfully do the will of God without compromise. One of her favorite scriptures is found in John 15:5 – “I am the Vine, you are the branches, if you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (NIV)

