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Making God’s Love Visible

[image: image1.jpg]


At First Congregational UCC in Santa Rosa, California, the vision is simply “Making God’s Love Visible.” Simply? Put into action, it looks like this: “Warm and welcoming, dynamic and diverse, we come together with open arms… to renew our spirits, challenge our minds, and to celebrate Christ in our midst. Excited and enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we are transformed. Reaching out, we become what our hearts can see.”

Unbinding the Heart groups encourage and equip disciples to “just say yes” to engage their talents in ministry… working at the ecumenical food pantry (FISH), an area homeless shelter (COTS), the “Living Room” shelter for women and their children and with Habitat. Open and Affirming, the church leads in performing same-sex marriages in the area. They are looking to extend “Beyond Belief: Meditation and Spiritual Enrichment” services to their local historic Santa Rosa Junior College Neighborhood. Youth have participated in the last three National Youth Events. A “5 for 5 Church,” they expect to give a full tithe (10%) of church operating expenses to Our Church’s Wider Mission by 2010.

Worship reaches across cultures for a common life in God. “Just as the First Samoan Congregational Christian UCC has shown us a new way to sing God’s song, new members Adwoa Kudoto and her daughter Sena Kugbega have begun to teach us about a new way of keeping time with God’s rhythm of abundance,” says pastor David Park-Ramage. Adwoa, Ghana’s only female master drummer, is adding some drumming to the 10:30 am worship service and giving lessons at the church. 
A Strengthen the Church Revitalizing Church Grant supports all this. The Northern California Nevada Conference is excited about the potential for Santa Rosa First Congregational UCC to become “a beacon church” as a model of growth and vitality.

