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Strengthen the Church

Moment for Mission Story

(Share it with your church during worship!)

______________________________________________________________________________

Take the Journey

“Life is a spiritual journey, but it can be tough to find time for your soul in the craziness of life. Get out of the fast lane once a week. Come join us. Take the Journey.” This invitation is offered by Journey UCC, Prairieville, Louisiana, a new church start supported by Strengthen the Church.

Pastor Malcolm Richard notes, “This (Prairieville/Baton Rouge) is now the largest and most conservative city in Louisiana. Few churches exist that are progressive and evangelical.” Thus the mission statement: “We exist to communicate a caring God to a contemporary culture and establish a practical, optimistic, grace-filled church that focuses on encouraging people.” Here Journey Church is the sole UCC church, with only ten more UCC churches in the whole state. “Faith is a Journey – Not a guilt trip” is something many are eager to hear.

Its vision, “to reach the unchurched, broken and hurting people in our city with God’s unconditional love, acceptance and forgiveness,” is bearing fruit. A bi-racial couple with three children felt ignored or unwelcome in five churches before coming to Journey and feeling loved and accepted. A single mother who never felt accepted in other churches because of her tattoos, former drug use and prison record, is now an involved member who prepares the worship Media Shout program. People reached by their FEMA trailer park ministry of visitation, listening, and care packets are touched and grateful. 
Religion=Guilt. Is that your idea of church? Well it’s not God’s and at Journey - It’s not ours either. Take the Journey this Sunday.
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