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1 August 2010 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) provides protection and assistance to refugees, 

asylum-seekers, stateless persons and others of concern under its mandate, which derives from the 1951 

Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the UN General Assembly.  The Office also works to protect 

those forcibly displaced within the borders of their own States, either directly or together with governments and 

other partners. 

Population Figures 
There are more than 43 million uprooted persons worldwide. 
UNHCR protects and assists more than 36 million, including: 
 

• 10.4 million ........... refugees 

• 983,000 ..................... asylum-seekers 

• 6.6 million ............... stateless people 

• 15.6 million ........... internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

• 251,500 ..................... returned refugees 

• 2.2 million ............... returned IDPs 

• 412,000 ..................... others of concern 

Finding Durable Solutions* 

UNHCR helps refugees and other persons of concern to find durable solutions. Most refugees seek to return to 
their homes. In 2009, UNHCR assisted 192,000 refugees to return and others to integrate into their country of 
asylum.  However, for a small but important number of refugees, resettlement in a third country where they can 
rebuild their lives and livelihoods is the only possible solution. The United States is by far the largest resettlement 
country. Six countries (Australia, Canada, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the United States) took in 93% of the 
world’s resettled refugees in 2009. Despite the generosity of these countries, only a fraction of the 747,000 
refugees in need of resettlement in 2010 will find places available. 

Origin of Largest 
Refugee and IDP 
Groups (under UNHCR 
mandate) 

Refugees 
Afghanistan ................2.9million 
Iraq ..................................     1.8 million 
Somalia ................................678,000 
DRC ..........................................456,000 
Myanmar ............................407,000 
Colombia .............................390,000 

 

IDPs 
Colombia ..................... 3.3 million 
DRC ................................... 2.1 million 
Pakistan ........................ 1.9 million 
Iraq ...................................... 1.6 million 
 

2009 Top Countries of Resettlement Arrivals 
USA ........….………………….…….74,654**  
Canada …………………………..12,500 
Australia …………………………11,100 
Germany …………………………..2,100 
Sweden ……………………………..1,900 
Norway ………………………………1,400 

2009 Top Countries of Origin 
B Y N U M B E R  O F  R E F U G E E S  R E S E T T L E D  

Myanmar .....................................24,800 
Iraq ......................................................23,000 
Bhutan ............................................17,500 
Somalia .............................................5,500 
Eritrea………………….2,500 
DRC ……………..........2,500 
 

Total UNHCR Population of Concern by Region 

*All figures refer to refugees assisted or referred by UNHCR. 
** U.S. fiscal year 2009  
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What We Do and Who We Work With: 
UNHCR and its partners provide life-saving protection and assistance in the following areas: shelter, water, 
sanitation, education and health. We actively work on the prevention of SGBV and empowerment of refugees 
through self-reliance and livelihoods activities, and we tirelessly advocate for the human rights of all persons of 
concern worldwide.  We also distribute non-food items and coordinate with the World Food Programme for food 
assistance. In 2009, UNHCR had almost 900 national and international partners, which accounted for over $640 
million in expenditure, mostly through non-governmental organizations (NGOs). NGOs accounted for about 35% 
of UNHCR’s expenditures last year. 

UNHCR Budget 
Starting in 2010, UNHCR has 
changed the way it presents its 
funding needs. Instead of planning 
operations based on the level of 
anticipated funding, UNHCR now 
uses a comprehensive needs-based 
approach to planning and budgeting 
for all persons of concern. This 
global assessment of needs yielded 
a budget of just over $3 billion for 
2010. 
 

Reform 
In addition to its move to needs-based planning and budgeting, since 2006 UNHCR has undertaken significant 
reforms designed to support results-based management, reduce overhead costs and increase the efficiency of its 
operations. The proportion of total expenditure dedicated to Headquarters dropped from 14 % in 2006 to 10 % in 
2009 with essentially the same number of staff worldwide and 30% fewer in Geneva.  During the same period, 
UNHCR has increased its operations by more than 50%. 
 

Resource Mobilization Update  
As of 1 June, UNHCR has raised  $ 138.6 billion.  We are almost $2 billion short of what we  need in 2010 to 
meet the basic needs of persons of concern.  In the simplest terms,  for 2010 UNHCR needs only 25¢ per person 

per day to meet the basic needs of those of concern.  Without 
this funding, millions will suffer.  For instance, if we do 

not receive more funding for the Somalia situation 
(currently only 12% funded) more than 350,000 

IDPs will be without shelter; in Kenya, 60,000 
new Somali refugees will not receive shelter 
assistance; in Ethiopia, Somali refugees will 
remain in overcrowded, unsanitary conditions 

as construction of a new camp will not 
commence; and in Djibouti, the water supply in 

refugee camps will be remain dangerously below 
acceptable standards. 

 
In Afghanistan/Pakistan (currently 32% funded), there will be a similar situation.  Without further funds, 
repatriation to Afghanistan may halt as UNHCR will be forced to discontinue reintegration and transportation 
grants.  This will prolong the strained situation in Pakistan where medical supplies are low, and secuirty remains 
a serious challenge. 
 
In Sri Lanka (currently 45% funded), UNHCR has already been forced to discontinue the shelter grant program 
once this year due to lack of funds.  If  funds are not forthcoming between 100,000-200,000 IDPs will not receive 
shelter assistance. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Jana Mason 
Senior Advisor for US Government 
and External Relations 

Tel: 202.243.7620   ●   mason@unhcr.org 

UNHCR Regional Office 

Washington, DC 

1775 K Street, NW  -  Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20006 www.unhcr.org 
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