Why check out the UCC?

-Because, in an era when communities so often define themselves by whom they
exclude, this community joyfully claims an identity as those who welcome the
excluded, even as Christ had welcomed us.

-Because, in an age of growing fundamentalism, this community joyfully seeks to
be a People of the Book who, at the same time, feel no need to protect the Bible
from the modern world.

-Because, in a society where beating the competition is regarded as the highest
value, this.community joyfully treasures the gifts that God has given to other
parts of Christ’s one body, and to neighbors of other faiths.

-Because, instead of focusing only on personal blessedness in another world, this
community joyfully focuses on the power of God to make this world other, a place
of shalom for all God'’s children.

-Because, in a culture dominated by images of self-fulfillment, this community
joyfully celebrates that its members live no longer for themselves but for Christ-
and, thus, for their neighbors, each of whom bears sacred image of the Creator.

-Because, resisting the extremes of hierarchical power and do-your-own-thing
individualism, this community joyfully attempts to live by covenant of mutual
accountability, grounded in God’s covenant with us.

-Because, in an age of horrifying violence, this community hears the call of the
Holy Spirit to be just peacemakers, even when this is a costly thing to be.

-Because, while it resists bumper-sticker religion, this community joyfully insists
on thinking globally and acting locally.

-Because, at its best, this community is marked by bold humility, precisely
because it joyfully confesses that God is God and we aren’t.

-Because, in a culture that is willing to speak of God so long as God is kept safely
contained in past traditions, this community joyfully proclaims that the living
God is still speaking, and that is very good news.
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communion, partners in mission and ministry.



